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The Third Lecture : The Nature Of Law

1- The Islamic Concept Of Law              

   In Muslim Legal Theory, the divine law precedes both society and 
state. The state existed for the purpose of enforcing the law. But if 
the state fails to enforce the law, the believer still remains under the 
obligation to observe the law even in the absence the of anyone to 
enforce it.

    The object of law is to provide for the believer the right path 
(Sharia), or the standard life, regardless of the existence of the 
authority.

   The divine law provide guidance not only in establishing an 
ordered society, but also in distinguishing between "Husn"' (beauty), 
and "Qubh"' (ugliness), or in Western terminology distinguishing 
between the "Good" and "Evil" .

husn
qubh
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The Fundamental Characteristics Of The law 

  Three Fundamental Characteristics of the law may be stated on 
which the classical Muslim jurists seem to have agreed :

1- The permanent status of the law regardless to time and place.

2- The Islamic law takes into consideration the common interests of 
the community and its ethical standards. In the Islamic theory, the 
interests of the believers (Muslim individuals) are completely                
protected only as they conform to the common interests of the 
religion of Islam.    

3- The Islamic law must be observed with sincerity and good faith.

Important Terms :

1- Obligation                            
2- Authority                             
3- Jurist  
4- Faith  
5- Sincerity
6- Interest  
7- Community
8- Permanent
9- Characteristics  
10- Fundamental          


