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Introduction In The Study of The Law. 
For Students of the First Stage - The College of Law
Dr. Basim Mohsin Nayyef 

The Thirteenth Lecture : The Source Of Law

1- Religion :     

    In the conception of Islam, religions are either 'divine', that is 
revealed unto a prophet, such as the religion of Islam, Christianity 
and Judaism, or 'non-divine', which include positive religions 
founded by social reformers in a way not revealed by God, like 
Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, and all the various forms of Pagan 
religions.

    In Islam, law and religion are strongly interwoven one with 
another. Islamic law is founded upon the revelations of the prophet 
as recorded in the Quran, supplemented by the Sunna (Traditions of 
the Prophet, his spoken words and action). Al-Ijma' (consensus of 
opinion) and al-Qiyas (reasoning by analogy) are the third and the 
fourth sources of Islamic law. It is that Islam does not only include 
matters of purely religion flavor - that is regulating the relationship 
of the individual with God, such as prayer, fasting, pilgrimage and 
the like-, but also legal rules for the regulation of the human conduct 
between the individuals themselves. Such are the rules regulating 
marriage, divorce, inheritance, civil transactions, crimes, matters of 
public law.
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    In Christendom, law does not find its source in religion. The 
Christian has not such a peculiar law, for the Founder of the 
Christian Faith did not, like the prophet, establish a state and give 
law to his followers. He confined himself  to laying down moral 
principles and teaching spiritual doctrines. Thus, there does not exist 
any body of Christian law in the same sense that exists a law for 
Muslims of a professedly religions origin.

Important terms :

1- Prophet  
2- Divine   
3- Christianity
4- Judaism
5- Buddhism
6- Zoroastrianism       
7- Pagan  
8- Interwoven                 
9- Judicial decisions
10- Inheritance 


