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Introduction In The Study of The Law- Students of  the First Stage of 
The College of Law, by the lecturer/ Dr. Basim Mohsin Nayyef.
Al Muthanna University     

The First Lecture : The Concept Of Law

1 - The definition of  Law  
   The word "Law" is used in the several different senses . It is our 
duty to distinguish these different meaning .

  In Iraq , as in other Islamic countries , the term "Sharia" is in 
common use . Although it means the "Sacred Law of Islam" , the 
word "Sharia" in itself include all kinds of "Law" used among 
people. 

     The various meaning of the term "Law" refer to the idea of 
"Order" or "Uniformity" . If "Law" is used more strictly , it also 
refers to the idea of "Authority" . This second idea carries with it the 
notion of "Enforcement" . 

    Law could be defined as " the body of general rules and 
principles regulating human behavior (human conduct) in 
society , obedience to law is enforced by a supreme authority" .

   From this general definition , it can easily be inferred that , for a 
rule to be law , three conditions must be fulfilled (followed) : 

1- The rule should be general.
2- The rule should regulate human behavior (human conduct).

3- Obedience to the rule should be enforced by a supreme 
authority, or in other word , there should be a sanction for the 
enforcement of law.
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2 - Law, Religion, and Morals   

   The study of law should realize that law, religion, and morality 
were completely interrelated during the middle ages. In its modern 
concept, law is temporal and positive, while religion is divine. 
Therefore, what religion ordains is wider in scope than what positive 
law or (man-made law) demands. 

Important Terms : 

1. Law
2. Judge  
3. Court  
4. Constitution
5. Legislature
6. Executive
7. Judiciary  
8. Religion  
9. Moral
10. Modern


